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BGS News

A short newsletter this month - compared with our very busy and productive

October and November, we are at a time of the year when things are fairly quiet
from the point of view of BGS activity, if not as far as other seasonal activity has

been concerned.

If you are like me, you've no doubt overfilled yourself with Christmas food and drink
and probably the guitar playing has suffered a bit as well as the waistline. So we
can all look forward to the Society's first meeting of 2007 on Sunday January 14™ -
7.30 pm at South Hill Park as usual. This will be an ensemble session, where we
split up into small groups to try something from the library, work on it and then

bring it back to the main meeting and each group then plays what it's been
working on. All being well one of these pieces will be "Amalgama” by Roque
Carbajo which has recently been added to the library.

The programme for the rest of 2007 is coming together , and should be
available by the time of the February newsletter.

All the best for 2007 to all our members, may those fingers fly productively
over the strings throughout the year!

Meeting 10™ December

Our Christmas meeting started off in the usual fashion, with a number of
solo offerings. Richard Butters volunteered to go first with Barrios’ carol
Villancico de Navidad, followed by Dave Stinchcombe who played us a very
nice rendition of Tannenbaum, which no doubt due to my left leaning younger
days I always think of first as "The Red Flag".

Cheryl Slater was next up with We Three Kings and O Come All ye Faithful,
and Gary Jordan kept the seasonal theme going with three carols, the title

of the first of which I forgot to make a note of, but followed by The Huron
Carol from Canada, and I Saw Three Ships.

I then played an arrangement of J S Bach's Jesu Joy of Man's Desiring,
which although a “religious piece" is of doubtful connection to Christmas, but
the seasonal order was restored by Allan du Feu with Silent Night and Away
in a Manger. Last of the solos was from George Macdonald with a flamenco
piece called Fandangos de Huelva. George did manage to find a Christmas
link with this one - something to do with donkeys if I remember - and as
always it was very enjoyable to listen to.

After a break for some food and drink and a bit of a natter we resumed to
tackle some seasonal ensemble pieces provided by Dave Stinchcombe and the
society library. Although it's true to say that these were intended for “the
less experience guitarist”, it's encouraging that we can pick them up and read
then sufficiently well to make the result quickly sound quite pleasing.

Finally, Allan du Feu played us a short piece by Ferrer and we then broke up
for the last time in 2006.



