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BGS News

Our AGM on Sunday 11th February is summarised below.  It was good to see a strong 
turnout as we had some important matters to address, and indeed there was good 
discussion including the potentially thorny subject of at what level to set our 
subscription in face of the ever spiralling cost of room hire at SHP.

Our next meeting is on Sunday March 11th, 7.30 pm at SHP.

We kick off in “orchestra mode” as we have a first attempt at a piece for the visit 
to the Spanish Circle on May 27th.  Gary Jordan will be leading this, but will have to 

leave us after 40 minutes or so to go and rehearse with his fellow members 
of the Rosewood Trio.  This should allow an opportunity for a few solos, and 
after a break we will be entertained by the Rosewood Trio (Michael 
Hinchliff and Orsolya Pataki in addition to our own Gary Jordan) for about 
45 minutes.  Please see the attached flyer for more details.

How’s that for an action packed evening – we’re obviously attempting to 
cover a lot of ground, so please try and get to SHP early to make sure we can 
make a prompt start.

JOHN MILLS AND COBIE SMIT

This newsletter provides a last opportunity to remind you of the recital this 
coming weekend (just in case you haven’t already got your tickets) when John 
Mills & Cobie Smit join together for our first concert of 2007 on Saturday 
3rd March at 7.30 pm in the SHP Recital Room.  John & Cobie will be 
performing works by Poulenc, Telemann, Castelnuovo-Tedesco & Granados. 

John Mills studied with Andres Segovia, John Williams and Julian Bream and 
now is one of the UK's leading recitalists having given well over 2,500 
concerts around the world.  He is also Head of Guitar at the Royal Welsh 
College of Music & Drama.  Dutch-born Cobie Smit studied at the Royal 
Conservatorium in The Hague. A respected teacher, she also performs 
extensively as a soloist and in duo.

Tickets are available from South Hill Park Box office - 01344 484 123 – at 
£8.00 for BGS members.

Meeting 11th February

Our meeting started off with an EGM which agreed to amend the Society’s 
constitution in order to give the committee the ability to offer discounted 
tickets to our concerts to the “younger generation” and also to members of 
other guitar societies, which we have previously been unable to do.  

As hoped, we were able to deal with this quickly and we moved on to the 
AGM.  After the initial preliminaries I gave my Chairman’s report which for 
those not at the meeting I reproduce here:

It was with a certain amount of trepidation that I took on the role of 
BGS chairman, not least because I wasn’t sure what my qualifications 
were other than being willing to give it a go.



I knew I would be dependent upon the support of others and so it has proved 
but with that support from the committee and the participation of the members 
I think we have enjoyed a reasonably successful year.

The highlights came in a packed autumn, where in short order we had

1 The workshop with Ivan Andrews when we had a fun session on Ivan’s 
“Berkshire Themes” - thanks obviously to Ivan but also to Gary Jordan for 
getting us to a point where success was possible;

2 This was closely followed by Rebecca Baulch’s recital which although suffering 
from a small audience was nevertheless very enjoyable - my thanks to Steve 
Christmas for organising both this and also the upcoming John Mills & Cobie 
Smit concert;

3 The next weekend we held our student concert which was not only highly 
successful in fulfilling the Society’s aim of providing a platform for young local 
talent, but also in making a very worthwhile financial contribution to our 
coffers.  Thanks to Debbie Haeck for organising the event.

The Society does face some challenges, not least how to deal with the seemingly 
ever increasing cost of hiring rooms at SHP and the need to find some new 
members, but we are I think in good shape to address these issues and we can 
look forward to the new year with some optimism.

Richard Butters then took us through the accounts (presented as always in 
exemplary fashion) which were approved and we moved on to discussing the level of 
subscription.  The result of this discussion has been documented elsewhere and all 
of last year’s members will have received a missive from Richard with the details of 
the new subscriptions – so if by the time you read this you haven’t paid up, please 
send your cheque to Richard as soon as possible.

Steve Tucker gave us a resume of progress with the website, which continues to 
attract a good level of interest.  Steve will look again into the question of the 
Society having its own domain name.  We of course now have two presences on the 
internet with our own web site and also our site on MySpace, which both fulfil 
somewhat different functions and should complement each other well.

The committee were re-elected by the meeting and I then found myself re-elected 
as Chairman.  I very much hope that in a year’s time I can be as positive about the 
year’s events as I was able to be at the 2007 AGM.

After a break we still had time for a number of solo pieces from members who 
somehow managed to get their fingers working after all the talking.  Petros Andreou 

started the proceedings in fine fashion with that torchbearer for the 
classical guitar, Tarrega’s Recuerdos de la Alhambra – it’s a good while I 
think since I’ve heard that piece played on a Society evening and very 
enjoyable it was too.  Allan du Feu followed that with an Allegro by Mauro 
Giuliani, which paved the way for Steve Tucker with a well played lute 
Fantasia by Francisco de Milano entitled La Compagne.  Steve’s performance 
was also notable for what I thought was the remarkable sound produced by 
his new guitar.

Gary Jordan then treated us to what he described as a “work in progress”, 
the Prelude and Fugue from Bach’s Lute Suite BWV 995.  This required two 
music stands to accommodate the variety of scores that Gary was working 
from.  Whilst this may not be the finished article, keep at it Gary – it 
already sounds good and we’d love to hear it again when you think you’ve got 
there!

Richard Butters then gave us three pieces by Vicente Sojo and to close the 
evening Petros Andreou played us some more Bach in the shape of the 
Prelude from the 1st Cello Suite.

Guildford Music Festival

This biennial event takes place Friday 9th – Sat 24th March and includes 
some notable artists.

Of particular interest to ourselves are the appearances by John Williams 
and John Etheridge on Saturday 10th, and also the Festival’s “Guitar Day” on 
Saturday 18th which features the Eclectic Guitar Orchestra and the first UK 
appearance of American classical guitarist Jason Vieaux.

Full details can be found on the festival website:

http://www.guildfordinternationalmusicfestival.co.uk/index.htm
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