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BGS News

Traditionally, the July meeting has been a barbecue hosted by a volunteer
member but unfortunately these have been rather poorly attended in recent
times. Having determined that we did not want a repeat however we haven't
come up with a better alternative which means that regrettably there won't be a
meeting in July or August (the latter being kept free to give members a chance
to go on holiday).

This means that our next meeting will be Sunday 9™ September. This
is a members evening with no fixed theme - so you've got all summer to
relax, decide what you would like to play, and work it up to a state suitable
to bring along to the September meeting.

Here's hoping everyone has a good summer, that it stops raining, and that
the wet weather doesn't simply transfer itself to other parts of the
globe that members may be heading for! See you in September.

Website update

It may seem like a long time ago now, but cast your mind back to last
November when we had a most enjoyable evening playing Ivan Andrew's
Berkshire Themes. This was recorded and thanks to our website's new
hosting arrangement, Steve Tucker has been able to upload the recording
and it's there to be heard by following the link:

http://www.berkshireguitarsociety.org.uk/music.htm

Very good it sounds too, given the available recording equipment and the
acoustics in the Dance Studio at SHP.

Concerts

It may be little consolation for the lack of a meeting in July, but there
are two opportunities in July to hear classical guitar music.

On Sunday 15™ July at 7.30 pm, Ray Burley and Debbie Haeck, two players
well known to BGS members, will be playing as a duo in the Recital Room at
SHP. Tickets are priced at £9. The programme includes music by
Scarlatti, Poulenc, and the Beatles.

A bit further afield, but just a short ride down the M3, the World Youth
Guitar Festival is being held at the University of Winchester 19™ to 22™
July.  On Thursday 19™ the Eden Stell Duo and Vida Quartet are playing,
followed on Friday 20™ by Gary Ryan. On Saturday Guitarstrophe all the
way from Australia and the UK's National Youth Guitar Ensemble take the


http://www.berkshireguitarsociety.org.uk/music.htm

stage. Other ensembles and performers are also involved - full details from
www.wygf.org.

Looking further ahead, Ray Burley will be back at SHP fo play in one of our own
concerts on October 27™ at 7.30 pm in the Recital Room. He will be playing
music by J S Bach, including Sonatas BWV 1001 and 1003 and the Partitas BWV
1002 and 1006. Please make sure you get that date in the diary!

Meeting 3™ June

It may not have been the usual 2" Sunday of the month, but enough of us found
our way to South Hill Park for an ensemble evening to create a quartet and a trio,
each group selecting a suitable volume from the library to take away and attempt
to perfect in the 2 of an hour or so available prior to performing the chosen
work.

When we re-assembled Richard Butters, Adam Bunting-Palmer, Allan du Feu and
John Parr played us a selection from the 16™ century part-books of Teilman
Susato, arranged by Ian Gammie. Susato was a Flemish composer whose works
were hugely popular in Holland at the time. First came a Battle Pavanne followed
by an Allemande and a Galliard, with a Shepherds Dance bringing to an end a
very creditable effort by the group.

Ruth Perfitt, Michael Hickey and myself had chosen a volume of "Different
Dances” from the prolific pen of Derek Hasted. We started with a piece called
Conga Reel (there's a play on words there, methinks), followed by Jigsaw and
lastly a piece called Russian Steppes and hopefully we succeeded in evoking the
character of the piece suggested by the latter title. Somehow that's the first
opportunity I've had to play Hasted's work and I know we all found these pieces
huge fun to play.

We had time for some solos, and Michael gave us a very nice rendition of a
Caprice in E minor by Matteo Carcassi - a piece that he started with when he set
out with the guitar some 30 years ago! Allan followed with an Exercisio by Jose
Ferrer. I then joined Adam in an arrangement for 2 guitars of one of J S Bach's
Preludes. The evening closed with John Parr grappling successfully with those
performance nerves to play us out with The Skye Boat Song.
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