
BERKSHIRE GUITAR SOCIETY 
 
February meeting 
 
The first part of the February meeting is the AGM.  Not the most exciting occasion 
maybe, but it is the main opportunity for the society as a whole to comment on what we 
have been doing and the direction in which we are going. 
 
Please find attached a) draft agenda, b) minutes of the 2008 AGM c) my Chairman's 
report and d) the 2009 Diary up to date.  I am circulating this now as I am recovering 
from an operation and won't be able to make the meeting.  Please take all of these 
documents to the meeting.  Gary has kindly volunteered to chair the AGM in my absence. 
 
If anyone wishes to raise a particular item of AOB, please let Gary know. 
 
Re the diary, please note the "special events" planned for March, June and November - 
more details to come. 
 
The AGM will be followed by a short members evening (anything goes!).  The time 
available will be determined by how long the AGM takes. 
 
January meeting 
 
The main event at the January meeting of the society was Steve Christmas's presentation 
on Leo Brouwer.  
 
The good attendance of members found this fascinating, if the extent of the discussion 
and questions was anything to go by.  Personally, being a simple soul who likes a "good 
melody" not all of Brouwer's music is up my street, and certainly not the output from 
Brouwer's middle period in particular, but there is no denying the impact that this major 
figure has had on the guitar world. 
 
Steve detailed Brouwer's background and took us through his various phases, each being 
illustrated by an appropriate recording.  I won't go into detail here as Steve's notes of his 
presentation are attached for member's benefit. 
 
Many thanks to Steve for taking the time and trouble to put this together and for 
providing us with a most interesting evening, which also provides us with our 
entertainment for the March meeting - don't forget that is a members evening, the theme 
being music which needn't be by Brouwer himself, but should be inspired by or related in 
some way to Leo Brouwer.   
 
We also had an number of playing contributions from members present, firstly Richard 
Butters with John Duarte's Danserie No 2, a pastiche of the tango which was as much fun 
to listen to as it obviously was for Richard to play.  Martin Heath played Barrios' 
Primavera (Spring time), a piece I was not familiar with and if I heard this right requires 



the performer to play inverted mordents with a rest stroke in the thumb and Martin dealt 
with such technicalities and the rest of the piece in an admirable manner. 
 
Richard and Martin also joined forces to give us Jorge Cardoso's Milonga.  Many of us 
will have tried playing one of the guitar parts as a solo but it was an equally enjoyable 
piece to listen to in the two part version.  All credit to both players for having a go at this, 
never having played together before. 
 
To close the evening we had contributions from Allan du Feu with a Sor Andantino, and 
a Cubana from Sue Antell. 


