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NEXT MEETING: 
 

SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 
SHP @ 7:30PM 

MEMBERS EVENING / 
ENSEMBLE (SPANISH CIRCLE) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

FLAMENCO EVENING: 

ROBERTO MARTINEZ + CARMEN 
@ SHP  

10 MAY 2009,7:30PM 

 
SPANISH CIRCLE READING 

19 JUNE 2009 
7.00 PM CAVERSHAM 

  
BGS Meeting News 

 
Our March meeting was an opportunity to play music either by, related 
to or otherwise inspired by Leo Brouwer, following on from Steve 
Christmas's January presentation. 
 
We were also pleased to welcome two new players, Kathleen Standen 
and Daniel Molloy. We hope to see you again. 
 
Steve Tucker commenced proceedings with a very nicely played 
rendition of Brouwer's A Day in November, followed by an arrangement 
of The Beatles' Fool on the Hill - not the arrangement by Brouwer 
himself, but one by the Swedish guitarist Goran Sollscher, who Steve 
assured us had himself recorded the Brouwer arrangement.  This 
excellent start was followed by Martin Heath with Dansa del Altiplano, 
one of a set of 3 Latin American pieces by Brouwer, the familiar tune 
being embellished by various effects, making it a very enjoyable piece 
to listen to.  This piece was from 1984, placing it firmly in Brouwer's 
late, "melodic" phase. 
 
Next we had Mike Hickey with one of the (not so) "simple" Studies, No 
5, followed by another short study this time by Abel Carlevaro, who 
was somewhat tenuously connected to Brouwer, but never mind.  
Further visits to the early Brouwer studies followed from Sue Antell 
(No 1) and Daniel Molloy (No 6). 
 
A marked change ensued as Richard Butters gave us Brouwer's Elogio 
de la Dansa - written during Brouwer's "experimental" period in the 
1960's.  This sounded much better than the "assault upon the ears" that 
Richard warned us about as he introduced the piece.  Another change 
followed as I played Domenico Scarlatti's Sonata K208 - this apparently 
"off topic" selection being justified by the piece being one of a set of 12 
Scarlatti sonatas recorded by Brouwer in 1974. 
 



We next paid a further 2 visits to the early studies by Allan du Feu (No 6) and 
Gary Jordan (No 2).  This was followed by Kathleen Standen with the first 
movement of Hans Werner Henze's Sonata no 2, both this and the Sonata no 1 
also coming under the title of Royal Winter Music, each movement of these 
works being based upon a Shakespearian character. A most impressive debut, 
Kath. 
 
An evening of surprises continued as Gary Jordan illustrated for us what Leo 
Brouwer has been doing since he had to stop playing concerts in the 1980's 
because of injury, as we listened to a few minutes from Vicente Amigo's 
flamenco album, Poeta, the orchestral score of which was composed and 
conducted by Brouwer. 
 
After a break another surprise and a possible first as under Gary's guidance we 
attempted the first page of Brouwer's La Espiral Eterna, in which each of 
those present took one of the short phrases of which the music consists and 
played it in turn.  This attempt at a piece of music most of those present would 
not otherwise touch worked far better than might have been expected and 
provided a fun end to an excellent evening's entertainment. 
 
Student recital Saturday 28th March 
 
Part of the Berkshire Guitar Society's "mission" is to provide opportunities for 
young local talent.  We sought to do so in this recital, and in the process also 
hoped to provide a worthwhile musical evening's entertainment for the 
audience.  Little did we anticipate how well we would be entertained. 
 
Of our three artists, Michael Butten started his career with Berkshire Maestros, 
is currently studying at the Royal Academy of Music Junior Department and is 
headed for the RAM proper in the autumn, while Flynn Spence and Rebecca 
Ryan still have another year of school to go.  
 
Our evening started with a very confident and expressive rendition of Villa 
Lobos' Choros No 1 from Flynn, setting the high standard of playing which 
was to prevail throughout the evening.  Michael followed this with J S Bach's 
Violin Sonata no 1 - played from memory.  If I was impressed by the opening 
fugue, after a respite during the Siciliano, I was even more bowled over by the 
Presto.    Another significant work was then taken on by Flynn in the shape of 
the 3rd movement of Stephen Dodgson's Partita no 1.  Michael returned to the 
platform to accompany Rebecca in 4 of the 7 Cantares by Roberto Gerhard, 

these love songs all being performed and accompanied with appropriate 
tenderness and expression.  Rebecca is a soprano with the Taplow Choir 
who recently won Youth Choir of the Year and this was reflected in 
quality of her performance.   
 
After the interval we resumed with alternating soloists as we heard 
Dowland's Lachrimae Pavane (Michael) followed by Barrios' La 
Cathedral (Flynn) and Roberto Gerhard's Fantasia (Michael).  The 
evening's entertainment closed with 2 duets from Michael and Flynn, 
Serenade by Carulli and 4 Micropiezas by Brouwer.  As usual with the 
latter composer the "micro" in the title should be taken to indicate 
"short" and in no way "easy". 
 
The performers thoroughly deserved the ovation they received at the 
end of the recital.  Although all have appeared in public before with 
others, this was their first appearance as performers in their own right 
and the standard throughout was remarkable for players of their tender 
years.  We wish them well in their future studies and I have little doubt 
that in the course of these Michael and Flynn will acquire the ability to 
establish something more of a verbal rapport with the audience.  At 
their age, an emphasis on getting the playing right is perfectly 
understandable but "working" an audience will become an increasingly 
important aspect of performance as their careers develop. 
 
All in all, a memorable evening that the Society should seek to repeat in 
the not too distant future. 
 
Next Meeting 
Our next meeting will be a members evening combined with ensemble 
rehearsal for the Spanish Circle. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 

 Sunday April 19th – Members evening + ensemble Spanish Circle 

 Sunday May 10th – Flamenco evening: Roberto Martinez + Carmen 

 Sunday June 14th – Members evening + ensemble Spanish Circle 



 
Upcoming Events 
 

 JUNE 19 - Spanish Circle Reading 7.00 pm Caversham 
 JUNE 21 - Student concert 3.00 pm SHP  

 

 
 


